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AN 
ENCHANTING 
1920s ENGLISH 
COTTAGE GETS 
A MAKEOVER 
FIT FOR A  
FAIRY TALE.

ever
happily
after

Tucked away on a wooded one-third-acre hilltop in the city of 
Pasadena, California, the 1926 English cottage looks as though it 
belongs in a children’s storybook. “It really is a magical place to live,” 
says Eileen Myers, who lives there with her husband, Kevin Shinick, 
and their 6-year-old daughter, Maisy. “When we first saw the arched 
front door of the house, I felt like a kid in a fairy tale—I actually still 
feel that way.” 

Although the home was initially only available to rent, the couple—
both television writers—signed the lease, hoping that the owners 
would eventually agree to sell. Given free rein to decorate, Eileen 
forged ahead with the family’s fairy tale dream. “It didn’t make sense 
to decorate something we were renting, but I wanted to signal to the 
universe that we intended to stay,” she says.

She called on interior designer Taylor Jacobson to build upon the 
home’s beautiful bones: an exterior that needed nothing but accolades 
and, inside, glowing white walls, original wood and terra-cotta floors, 
and large windows that invited in abundant light and views of the 
surrounding woods and gardens. “I created a layered, collected look 
using new and vintage pieces,” Jacobson says. Her goal: to combine the 
sunny, relaxed aura of a beach house with cues offered by the home’s 
English cottage architecture. “I wanted the home to feel calm,” Eileen 
says. But she also didn’t want it to be totally expected. “I wanted a twist 
on tradition—to honor the French Normandy style of the house, but 
with a mix of whimsy and modern thrown in.”
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Above left: The storybook cottage was 
designed by a female architect and built 
on this secluded hilltop in 1926. Above: 
Eileen Myers, Kevin Shinick, and their 
daughter, Maisy, share a sweet moment 
outside their beloved Pasadena, 
California, home. Opposite: The front door 
opens directly into the spacious living 
room. New rhombus light fixtures and 
lacquered bamboo armchairs introduce 
the first pops of black that interior 
designer Taylor Jacobson threaded 
throughout the house. A vintage Persian 
rug with eye-appealing wear layers over a 
jute rug to fill out the space, grounding 
the room in casual elegance.
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Opposite: Lightweight curtains frame views of the rose 
garden outside the dining room windows. “The windows 
are so large, you feel like you’re dining alfresco,” Eileen 
says. Above: Viewed from the garden, the family room 
easily earns the name Maisy has given it—the Cozy Room. 
“It’s the only room in the house with a low ceiling,” Eileen 
says. Above right: A scrollwork wicker ottoman highlights 
the family room’s cozy appeal. French doors lead to the 
back garden. Right: The charming arched front door, 
notably topped by an eyebrow roofline and painted in an 
updated beachy blue, greets visitors.

Each room reveals a refreshing mélange of old and 
new elements—modern artwork and clean-lined 
furnishings anchored on beautifully worn antique 
rugs, charming vintage finds, comfy overstuffed 
furnishings, textural rattans and wicker, updated 
lighting, touchable textiles, tranquil blues, pops of 
black, and stylized English prints.

After the redesign, Eileen wrote to their landlords, 
sending photos of all they had done. It was enough to 
convince them to sell to a family who loved the home 
as much as they had. “I feel grateful every day to live 
here,” Eileen says. “This really is our forever home.”  
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This photo: Previous owners had already redone 
the kitchen with white subway tiles on the 
backsplash and white marble countertops. Wood 
stools encourage guests to pull up to the 
pass-through bar to snack or chat with the cook. 
Opposite: In the breakfast room, cushions on the 
rattan dining chairs speak to Eileen’s love of blue 
and white. The bleached oak table doubles as a 
spot for Maisy to do homework and art projects.



“WHEN WE FIRST SAW THE ARCHED FRONT 
 DOOR ... I FELT LIKE A KID IN A FAIRY TALE.”                 —homeowner Eileen Myers
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For resources, see page 119.

Opposite top: In the master bedroom, white lacquer 
nightstands with curvy detailing offset the angular 
lines of the velvet headboard. Opposite bottom: A 
Jack-and-Jill bath serves as a shared space 
between the master bedroom and Maisy’s 
bedroom. A blue and white lattice-print vanity 
stool provides a landing spot at the makeup table. 
This photo: Eileen requested a pretty design for 
Maisy’s bedroom that would “take her from 6 to 
16,” she says. The Josef Frank fabric on the 
headboard—a Citrus Garden print first designed in 
1947—launched the look for the entire room.


